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More staffing urged

Shelter records detail rise in injuries, animal deaths

By Mark Credico deaths and euthanizations and 14 of them happened this Kenni Burdette, a volun-
Las Vegas Review-fournal all increased in the past two year. teer at the shelter, sai

years. Animal bites were the most | of the hite incidents |

Henderson animal shelter There were 30 total docu- common injury each year, resulted in the deaths of two
volunteers recently called mented workplace injuries and there have been 13 total dogs and gave her multiple
upon city officials to provide | at Henderson Animal Care since 2021. Six of those bites waonnds on her hands. She
more staffing, and newly and Control in the past three | resulted in the worker or said a large pit bull named
provided records show that vears. Five of those injuries volunteer seeking medical
workplace injuries, animal oceurred in 2021, 11 in 2022 attention. See SHELTER 3B
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Tulia Wang, 10, lefi, faces Timi Guo, 8, in a chess game Nov. 28 before their weekly lesson at Bridgeopolis in Las Vegas.

Chess on rise in Vegas

Scene rebounds after pandemic; | &

city regular host to tournaments | Chess is like life.
When you move

By Peter 8. Levint terior. The walls are bare, e t fi . . :
Lis Veges ReviensJournal poster of a red-haired woman ataring. | Without thinking,
over a chess board. :
UCKED into an office complex The poster's caption reads: “The you make lﬂ‘Stake 5.
on West Tropicana Avenue Queen's Gambit! ,
sits @ r!ain, sparsely furnished ‘The sign on the door reads:
room. Metal folding tables topped “Bridgeopolis” Andranil Matikozyan

with chess pieces and chess boards

are spaced evenly throughout thein- | See CHESS 2B Chezs coath

Trailblazing Henderson police detective dies

. 3 3 fl several times a year. ference in whi lice
Solved cold case a career highlight |t e e e e | e e the e boc

officer would utter a promise: | as 17-year-old Tammy Cor-

By Ricardo Torres-Cortez four decades as “Jane Arroyo “One day or another, they rine Terrell of Roswell, New
Las Vepas Heview-journal Grande Doe.” will find out who did this,” Mexico.
‘The Henderson police the couple's daughter, Joan He was 73.

John Trouble Williams Sr. homicide detective and his Williams, said this week. Jackie Williams, his wife of
waould regularly drop by the wife, Jackie, even raised funds Tohn Williams died on 50 years, died one year and
grave site of a teenage slay- for a headstone the couple Now. 17, nearly two vears
ing victim only known for wiould visit and decorate with | after he attended a press See WILLIAMS 78
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On Dec. 26, Las Vegas
will host the 33rd
annual North American
Open. An estimated
1,000 chess players

are expected to
participate in this year's
tournament.

P> CHESS

Continued from Page 1B

During the COVID-18 pandemic
in 2020, chess was the last thi
Marvin Raah's mind. I
59, started Bridgeopolis as a
club for bridge players seeking to
connect with similarly isolated souls
during the lockdown.

Butin 2022 — as COVID restric-
tions waned and local interest in
bridge dropped — Raab acquired
the brick-and-mortar space on West
Tropicana. He then turned Bridgeo-
polis into an official chess club and
lacal affiliate of the United States
Chess Federation.

“Bridge is a dying game, much like
Latin is a dying language,” Raab said.
When the former president of Neva-
da Chess (the official state affiliate)
suggested he start an in-person chess
club, Raab promptly added chess o
the Bridgeopolis foundation.

Unlike bridge, chess is booming
in Las Vegas. The . me Raab
checked Bridgeopolis’ mailing list, he
had over 300 names, from ages 6 to
80. Many are members of the na-
tional federation and can play in the
official chess tournaments hosted at
Bridgeopolis each year.

But on a weekday afternoon in late
November, Bridgeopolis is devoted to
chess instruction, not tourmaments.
Raab looks over several pairings of
middle and high school students who
move their chess pieces with gusto.

Walking between the chessfmlrdﬁ
is Andranik Matikozyan, an Arme-
nian-born chess coach based in Las
Viegas. Every few seconds, he stops
next to a pair of students, points out
a weak move or whispers a suggested
improvenent that can be made. He
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then moves on to another pairing.
Matikowmyan, 44, is an international
1, the second-highest class of
chess players behind only the grand-
masters. Having taught chess for 25
5

move without thinking,
wou make mistakes,” he adds, as if
thinking aloud.

Alocal outpost for the national
chess scone

On Diec. 26, Las Vegas will host the
33rd annual North American Open.
It is one of the four biggest tourna-

with the National Open (also in Las
Vegas) and two tournaments in Chi-
cagn and Philadelphia.

An estimated 1,000 chess players
are expected to participate in this
year's tournament. The top-ranked
“open” section will feature grand-
masters, international masters and
other strong plavers from around the
country. Each player will play nine
matches, with one point awarded
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for a win, a half-point for a draw
and none for & loss. Cash prizes are
awarded to the top finishers.

Eight lower sections will also be up
for grabs. In these sections, players
are grouped according to their offi-
cial chess ratings. The lowest-rated
players generally occupy the lowest
section, but they can voluntarily “play
up" into a section containing players

Elben Schmidt Las Vegas Review-loumnal @ellenschmidit
Julia Wang, left, and Timi Gue play chess last month at Bridgeopolls, which started as an online club during the pandemic,

Daniel Lucas, senior director of
strategic communication of the
national chess federation, notes Las
Vegas' history as a host city for chess.
The North American (hpen “is a
major event on the {national) tourna-
ment calendar. It carries the desig-
nation Heritage Event and American
Classic, both of which celebrate its

ments on the national chess calendar,
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stronger than they are. See CHESS 9B
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longevity, size, and importance,”
Lucas says.

“Las Vegas has long been a regular
part of the United States Chess tour-
nament scene,” says Lucas, adding
that national tournaments have been
held here since “at least back to the

1960s"
5o chess tournaments have been
in Las Vegas decades before the Aces,

Golden Knights or Raiders showed
up

Post-COVID demand for
over-the-board matches

Participation in the North Amer-
ican Open — an “over-the-board”
tournament where players sit across
from each other and play under
strict time limits — has trended
upward for years. Discounting the
COVID-canceled tournament in
2020 (when an online version still
drew 531 players), in-person partic-
ipation in the North American Open
has risen every year from 2014 (664
players) to 2021 (891), to last year's
record 985 players.

Tom Brownscombe — a Las Ve-
gas-based grandmaster and current
senior champion for Nevada — of-
fers several explanations for this
growth. Pointing to the poster of “The
Queen's Gambit,” Brownscombe
suggests that this popular 2020 Net-
flix series explains part of the recent
chess boom.

Ervwnscombe also points to online
streaming services. “A few years agn,
you hardly saw anybody streaming
chess,” he said. “Now, you go to a
streaming service and see grand-
master Hikaru Nakamura streaming.
chess, you see (the highly rated Alex-
andra Botex and her sister) streaming
chess, and each of themn have more
than a million followers”

Brownscombe also thinks the loos-
g of COVID restrictions played a
role in the local chess resurgence.

“We had COVID and a lot of
tournaments got canceled,” he says.
“As soon as (over-the-board) tow
naments started up again, they were
higger. We think there was a lot of
pent-up demand. People couldn't
do the stuff they wanted to do and
suddenly, when the vaccine became
available and it was considered safe
to have hundreds of people all in the
Same room again, there were some
big tournaments right after COVID”

Youth: The future of Las Vegas
chess

Back at Bridgeopaolis, the school-
children play on, under the watch-
ful eyes of their parenits. The North
American Open is not on their
minds — instead, they play the
matches in front of them with care
and concentration.

Timi Guo, & is being watched by
his mother and twin sister, Tina_
Timi started playing chess when he
was 6 He joined Bridgeopolis a year
later, when he eilarnﬂf(a king lessons
with Matikozyan.

To prepare for tournament play,
Timi doesn't do aninh'mg special. “1
just do a little puzzle or a one-min-
ute game,” he says with a smile.

Julia Wang, 10, takes a similar ap-
proach. She wants chess w be fun but
says that when she plays the white
res, she likes to play the Fried Liv-
er Attack, which can trick an unwary
black player into a quick defeat.

Julia is in sixth grade at Noble
Collegiate Academy, where her
mather Min, 47, is the principal.
Min, standing hehind EEI daughter,
proudly says that Julia skipped first
grade and now plays in the school's
chess club.

That chess club contains 25

FREE TO BE
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players, most of whom are boys. “1
thought boys would think it was toa
nerdy," Julia notes with surprise.

Then she smiles. “The girls are
better than the boys,” Julia says with
finality.

Andranik Matikozyan instructs his
students during a chess lesson Nov, 28
at Bridgeopolis. The Armenian-bom
chess coach is an international master.

Ellen Schmidt Las Vegas Review Journal
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NOTICE OF MEETING
CLARK COUNTY BOARD OF
EQUALIZATION

NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN thal the
Clark Caunty Board of Equalization will
maet e January 31, 3024, i the hour of
BO0 am., in the Commiasion Chambars
i the Clark County Government Center,
Firsl Floor, 500 Soulh Grand Candral
Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada 88106, and
shal cealinug in session and hakd such
numbear of mestings a8 may D necessary
10 care far the business of equakzation on
o befare the 231k day of February 2024.
Said meatings are hald for the pupose of

alizi ard all parties

20 el raguie, public mastigs, TAES am inomed of
matiers pertanng m ther msectie fwn or ama,
prwica inpul mgaing varies matks, fowand the
Zoncems o resdenis tn the Commissios, aszistin ng-
e planring, 58 dissaninli iformation of nanst o
e resiens of e lows or area.
Please submi asplcations by 5:Jpm
n January X
Asphcations are swikaks Fom your TAE secrdary, the
Clark Gounty Daparimon! of AdTiris¥asss Senvicos ot
AemistalveSeracesClakCosntyhi 9o, o o0 the
Coash: Conaty Webiibs 31 sww SOt §Te

who desire to appear and contest the
accuracy af the assessment to the Board
have urlil January 16, 2024, 1o fie &
complaint or petition to the Ciark County
Assessar's  Office. 500 Sculh Grand
Gantval Pamway, Second Floor, Las
‘egas, Nevada B3106

DATED this 17th day of Dscamber 2023,
51 Lynn Marie Goya
LYNN MARIE GOYA, COUNTY CLERK
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